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Council Chamber, Blackburn Town Hall,  
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AGENDA 
 

PART I: ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION IN PUBLIC 
 
1 Chief Executive to read the notice convening the 

meeting 

  

2 Prayers by the Mayor’s Chaplain   

3 Apologies for Absence   

4 Minutes of the Policy Council meeting held on 

7th December 2017 

  

 MINUTES Policy Council 2017 5 - 12  

5 Declarations of Interest   

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FORM 13 - 13  

6 Mayoral Communications   

7 Council Forum 

To consider questions from members of the public 
received under Procedure Rule 10. 
 

  

8 To consider Motions submitted under Procedure 

Rule 12 as follows: 

MOTION 1 
This Council is extremely disappointed, on behalf its 
residents that the Government is continually choosing 
to ignore the plight of children, families and adults 
needing our support. 
The Association of Directors of Children’s Services, 
the Local Government Association and others have 
repeatedly urged the government to urgently address 
the deepening funding gap facing children’s services, 
expected to be £2bn by 2020. The Government has 
again failed to listen to and address the continuing 
funding gap for children’s and adult social care. 
National bodies representing each of these services 
have repeatedly, and loudly, warned of the serious 
consequences of the Government ignoring the funding 
pressures facing Councils like ours. 
Both adults and childrens services also rely on the 
financial sustainability of other services our Council 

  



provides. The only way to protect the vital services 
which care for the elderly, the disabled, and to protect 
children and support families is for central Government 
to invest additional new money. 
As a result of this Governments continuing 
underfunding of these services, our ability to invest in 
the preventative aspects in both these services is 
severely diminished. This i.s leading nationally to 
children and families entering the child protection 
system in record numbers and the elderly and disabled 
not receiving appropriate and necessary care 
This Council believes the Government needs to 
provide Councils with a long term, sustainable 
solution, this is urgently needed to prevent us from 
becoming another “blue light” service. To give 
Councils the resources they need to provide the 
support that all these groups need, when they need it, 
is the only solution. 
Within a system that is already struggling to cope with 
unprecedented levels of demand, and the reduction in 
general Government support to our Council, this is 
becoming impossible. The alternative means risking 
more and more families and individuals reaching a 
critical stage where Councils have no choice but to 
intervene to keep everyone safe. 
Councils, national representative bodies, charities and 
care providers have repeatedly warned of and 
continue to warn of the serious consequences of 
funding pressures on all who use our services, their 
carers and the provider market. 
It is fundamentally unfair of the Government to shift the 
burden of tackling a national funding crisis onto 
Councils and their residents. In particular the Adult 
Social Care Council Tax Precept policy has a vastly 
different effect in different areas as authorities with a 
lower tax base are not be able to raise as much 
income as those authorities with a higher tax base. In 
addition, the ability to raise and collect Council tax is 
not related to need. 
This Council calls upon the relevant Ministers along 
with our local MP’s to address the very significant 
issues both our own and other Councils are facing in 
protecting our most vulnerable children and adults and 
for the Government to face up to its own Duty of Care 
as we as a local Council are expected to do. 
Mover             Councillor Vicky McGurk 
Seconder       Councillor Julie Gunn 
  
 MOTION 2 
This Council is concerned at the lack of involvement 
of Members in the  allocation of section 106 monies 
in local areas. It asks the Executive Member to draw 



up a scheme that will involve local Members in the 
process of determining the use of these monies. 
 
Mover  Councillor David Foster 
 
Seconder Councillor Roy Davies 
  
  
 

9 Ofsted Inspection of services for children in 

need of help and protection, children looked 

after and Care leavers 

  

 Ofsted 14 - 21  

 Appendix A Letter from the Minister of State 

Childrens & Families 

22 - 23  

10 Social Integration Strategy 2018-20   

 Social Integration Strategy 24 - 25  

11 Local Government Finance Settlement   

 Council Forum Provisional Local Govt Finance 

Settlement 2018 2019 

26 - 29  

12 Local Council Tax Support Scheme   

 Council Tax Support Scheme 30 - 32  

13 Report of the Policy and Corporate Resources 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

  

 Policy and Corporate Resources 33 - 37  

14 Reports of the Executive Members with 

Portfolios 

  

14.1 Leader   

 Leader 38 - 40  

14.2 Environment   

 Environment 41 - 42  

14.3 Leisure, Culture and Young People   

 Leisure, Culture and Young People 43 - 45  

14.4 Neighbourhood and Prevention Services   

 Neighbourhood and Prevention 46 - 48  

14.5 Resources   

 Resources 49 - 50  



14.6 Schools and Education   

 Schools and Education 51 - 52  

14.7 Health and Adult Social Care   

 Health and Adult Social Care 53 - 56  

14.8 Regeneration   

 Regeneration 57 - 60  

14.9 Children's Services   

 Children's Services 61 - 63  

15 To consider any questions received from 

Members under Procedure Rule 11 

  

 

PART 2: ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION IN PRIVATE 
 

 
Date Published: Thursday, 18 January 2018 

Harry Catherall, Chief Executive 
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